Electromyographic changes reviewed in chronic spinal arachnoiditis.
A retrospective study was done to determine if specific electromyographic findings are present in spinal arachnoiditis. The electromyographic (emg) findings in 32 surgically and 35 myelographically diagnosed cases were examined. The cases were categorized into 3 groups. The 1st groups consisted of 37 cases with surgical or myelographic evidence believed to be highly diagnostic of multilevel chronic spinal arachnoiditis. The 2nd group was composed of 23 cases with surgical or myelographic evidence consistent with a localized problem. The 3rd group was a control group with normal or minimal changes on myelography or at surgery. Electromyographic findings were divided into 3 groups of changes: localized, nonlocalized or normal. Localized emg changes were considered to be present over 2 or less root levels in either or both anterior or posterior primary ramus distribution. Nonlocalized changes occurred over more than 2 such levels. A comparative analysis of the myelographic and surgical findings with the emg changes indicated that there was not diagnostic emg picture indicative of chronic spinal arachnoiditis.